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June 12, 1889. 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


the sine and ingratitudes of life be atoned for ? 
Can the fires of perdition cleanse them ? From 
our own experiences we know that sufferings, 
nnleas sanctified by the grace of God, onlj makes the 
man more rebellious, no* what assurance hare we 
that the Bufferings of eternity will have any differ- 
ent effect? So tben we conclude that the Scrip- 
tures reveal to us that as we have deprived God of 
our service and our love, so shall we suffer priva- 
tion in the eternity before ub. 

This is retribution. Retribution is one of the 
great laws of heaven. As we sow so shall we reap. 
This principle is taught everywhere. We see it 
in the realm of nature as well as in the realm ol 
grace. It is the result of the law of unbinding 
and unalterable justice. Nowhere do we read in 
the scriptures that God has instituted a school for 
reformation beyond the grave. Retribution is one 
of the lessons humanity learns in this life. Every 
step of experience in this Hie only tends to im- 
plant this fact upon ue as one of the unchangeable 
principles of existence. When we make errors in 
this life, no matter how innocently they may have 
been made, we learn to reap the reward of inex- 
perience or carelessness. Reason eventually as- 
sents to the stern decree of retribution, and so we 
bow the head in submission to a law that is co- 
eternal with the creation of the universe. 

Therefore let us beware bow we trifle and spec- 
ulate with that law of just retribution, which we 
have long ago learned to recognize in this life. To 
delude ourselves with a false hope is only to open 
the door of endless despair, and bring upon ue an 
avalanche of disaster, from which there is no es- 
cape. God has but onejaw in existence. Let us 
use our reason now in reading the unwriten law 
which our present experience reveals to ub. The 
law that we see in operation around us in this life 
is the law which shall bring us weal or woe in the 
future life. With all the every day experience, 
beside the warnings and admonition? of revelation 
let us, aa wise, reasonable and dutiful subjects of 
the Great King be advised in time and escape the 
retribution which our waywardness and defiance 
may bring upon us. 

Edwabd Mason. 


cess of oar natural sight the crucified and suffer- 
ing Savior. Open your Bibles and read John 3 : 
16, and tben try to realize what God is, and what 
we are. What we have done in return for the 
much that be has done. 'God bo loved the world 
that he gave Hie only begotton Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth on Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.' Commit this and repeat it fre- 
quently and we will all then see the great tragedy 
which closed the earthly life of Jesus in the light 
ot God's love. Read over the story of the cross 
and take nothing but what the narrators give. 
Enow for yourself the value of the death of Jesus 
and you will be better able to fight the battle of 
life with a light heart and bright face. Jesus 
could die and say 'Father forgive them they know 
not what they do.' Let us stop growling and re- 
senting what is hard and unpleasant in oar lives. 
God loves us. 'God so loved the world,* etc. 
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Thoughts on the 8. 8. Lesson for Jane 16. Jesus 
Crnclfled. Hark xt: 21-89. 

The story of the death of Jesus, as told by the 
four evangelists, stands unique in its simplicity. 
Nothing more beautifully illustrates the truth of 
the story than the entire absence of all partisan 
coloring by the writers. In its naked strength it 
stands a very tower of strength. All that ha« 
been said about the Ignominy and suffering and 
injustice of the crucifixion has been said by those 
who followed. All that can be said cannot make 
the scene more striking. The march along, via 
Dolorasa, the impressing of Simon, the crucifixion, 
the accusaeion above bis head, his being mockei 
his memorable words, the darkness and earthquake 
at the time ot the passage of his spirit — all are 
simply stated — no coloring, no epithets, nothing to 
blind our eyes to the sublime simplicity of those 
who came with and im medially after Jesus. 

Let us try to imitate these noble writers. Let 
ub not say much about Jesus as our atonement 
and how he atoned and how a vicarious sacrifice 
can save. Let us drop all superfluity of words 
and simply point men to the simple, plain story. 
Do not be thrown off to any side issue as to how 
or who, but see only what he did. There is so 
much that is said about this subject which has no 
foundation except in men's imagination, that what 
is needed by the world at large, is coming back to 
the simple^ beauty and power of the gospel narra- 
tive. Take the great speeches of Peter for in- 
stance. Is there one word said about so-called 
theology, or church, or administration, of church af- 
fairs? Let us, tell the story simply and without 
any partisan coloring. Don't you know when you 
assume the position of a partisan it gives the oth- 
er man the same privilege ? Let ub drop thia 
thing and know nothing but Jesus, tbe sublime 
storyjof his life and the simple tragic story of his 
death. 

I believe each one of us may* have this thing 
brought before our eyes. Cau see with the clear- 


Christ's First Appearance Into the World. 

Tbe first appearance of Christ was in the flesh, 
nearly nineteen hundred years ago, in the land 
of Judah, unto the people of the Jews, then the 
only visible church upon tbe earth. There it was 
that the Word was made flesh ; and amongst that 
people he dwelt for a while, some of whom beheld 
his glory, 'The glory of the only begott en of the 
Father, full of grace and truth.' There it was that 
the eternal Son of God was made man, being con- 
ceived miraculously by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, without the contamination of original sin, 
which all ordinary conceptions do introduce. His 
real mother and supposed father, were of tbe tribe 
of Judah, and the lineage of David. And he was 
born in the town of Bethlehem, according to the 
Scripture prediction, who after he had lived thir- 
ty years in obscurity, was baptized by John the 
Baptist, his forerunner and harbinger, in whose 
baptism when John saw the heavens open, and 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, lighting 
upon him, and heard the voice of the excellent 
glory saying, 'This is my beloved Son in whom I 
am well pleased.' He gave the testi- 
mony concerning him, that he was the Son of God, 
and the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins 
of the world, who, after his own baptism and temp- 
tation, and John's im prison mentpnade his appear- 
ance more openly unto Israel, showing forth his 
glory, not in outer pomp and splendor, but in a 
more higher, eminent and wonderful manner, al- 
together divine, oxceeding the imitation of any 
earthly monarch in tbe world. 

He showed forth the glory of his power in the 
miracles which he did work, (viz.) the opening 
the eyes of the blind, unstopping the ears of the 
deaf, in loosing the tongue of the dumb, and the 
bonds of other infirmities, in cleansing the lepers, 
with a word, in casting out devils after long pos- 
session, in calming the sea and winds when bois- 
trous and stormy, in raising the dead, before and 
after burial. 

He showed forth the glory of his knowledge in 
looking into the hearts of those which came unto 
him, being able to preceive their most secret 
thoughts and imaginations and needed not that 
any should testify of man, for he knew what was 
in man. 

He showed forth the glory of his wisdom in his 
most wise answers to the ensnaring questions of the 
Pharisees and others ; in the most excellent and 
heavenly doctrine which he preached, wherein he 
did not teach his disciples subtle and empty 
speculation, which the greatest wits in the world 
have busied themselves about; but great soul- sav- 
ing truths. Indeed he revealed so great and deep 
mysteries above the reach ol tbe highest wit of 
tbe greatest scholar and gigantic mind, without 
the teaching of his Spirit, which was momentous 
order unto practice. But the greater part of his 
doctrine was plain and easy. 

He showed forth his glory of his holiness, in 
his exact walking, and perfect obedience unto tbe 
the Father, without the least deviation of sin. 

He showed forth the glory of his goodness and 
tenderness toward the children of men, in goiog 
about to do good, and giving succor to them which 
were in misery, casting outnone which came to him. 


Especially, he showed forth the glory of his 
mercy and infinite love to his people, in sabmit- 
ingtosalowa condition of life, for their Bakes 
in humbling himself, and becoming obedient unto 
death, even the cursed, disgraceful, and painful 
death of the cross ; besides the bou! miseries which 
he endured through a sense of God's wrath due 
for their sins, that he might satisfy God's justice, 
and deliver them from eternal death and wrath to 
come, and purchased life and glory for him. 

Thus Christ lived and died lor our sins, accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, and being dead, the bonds 
of death could not hold him, neither did the Holy 
One seo corruption, but the . third day arose tri- 
umphant over the grave; and after his resurrection 
was seen by Mary Magdalene, Peter, James, and 
others, and after forty days was taken up into 
heaven, and is now at the right hand of the Majes- 
ty on high, making intercession for his people 
where he will abide until his second appearance 
May the Lord help us* to rely solely on him for 
eternal life, future happiness, and eternal glory. 

J. F. Koontz. 

Mt. Olive, Va. 


'The Last Daj.' 

BY K. E. BOBERT. 

'When is the 'Last Day ?' Said wife a few days 
ago in speaking of an obligation a certain party 
had given us. 'To-day my dear,' I replied, and as 
the words fell from my lips a train of thoughts 
were started and 'the last day* kept ringing in my 
ears. 

Last day of what? — of privileges, it was the last 
day in which he could make good his promise to 
pay. It was his day of privileges. Dear Reader, 
are we sure that today is not our last day of priv- 
ileges ? Have you any assurance that you will be 
permited tomorrow to visit that sick one, or relieve 
that poor and suffering one? Brother do you 
know for certain that yon will be permitted to- 
morrow to speak a warning word to that erring 
brother, to turn him from the error of his way ? 

LaBt day of grace and mercy. You who have 
so often slighted the pleadings of the Spirit of God, 
when it has pleaded with you, to make God your 
friend and Christ your elder brother. Do you 
know that, or do you hope to live out the fear which 
you have promised you raelf for pleasure and ser- 
vice of salvation, after which you prefer to leave 
God ? Do you know or only Iwpe that you will be 
permited to make some money, marry and settle 
down and tben accept the offer of pardon bought 
and so freely offered by a bleeding Saviour ? Like 
the man who gave the note, and given three days 
grace, may not your days of grace be less even 
than the three given to him. Do you not some- 
times fear that this very day might be the last day 
of grace, and then outraged Justice will protest 
against any further delay ol the execution of the 
full penalty of the law ? That law which saitb, 
'The soul that einneth it shall die.' Let me urge 
you to pursue the only safe course and that is to 
make to-day to yourself as though you knew that 
it was the last day. Then it will not matter to 
you if the cry is heard, 'Behold the bridgroom 
cometh, go ye out to meet him,' but happy and re- 
joicing you can enter into the marriage least To- 
day if ye hear his voice harden not your hearts, 
for it might be the last day. 


Christ Unrecognized. 
I had been absent from home some days, and 
was wondering as I again drew near the homestead 
if my little Maggie, just able to sit alone, would 
remember me. To teat her memory, I stationed 
myself where 1 could see her, but could not be 
seen by her, and called her in the old familiar tone, 
'Maggie ?' She dropped her playthings, glanced 
around the room, and then looked down upon her 
toys. Again I repeated her name, 'Maggie !' when 
she once more surveyed the room, but not seeing 
her father's face she looked very sad, and slowly 
resumed her employment. Once more I called, 
'Maggie t' when, dropping her playthings and 
bursting into tears, she stretched out her arms in 
the direction whence the sound proceeded, knowing 
that, though she could not see him, her father 
must be there, for she knew his voice. 


